November 26 2025 Weekly Pubhcatlon Servmg Sheridan, Wlllamlna and Grand Ronde

Nicole Pugh owner & Janos Vamos journalist  bulletinwestvalley@gmail.com e (503) 687-3000 « 136 E. Main Street, Sheridan

~ Vol. 11, No. 41

Mimi’s Story Time Gets Mayoral Reading at Willamina Public Library

Willamina Mayor Vickie
Hernandez, who is often seen
reading aloud agenda points
during the monthly Willamina
City Council meetings, can now
add YouTube content creator to
her resume.

The 25-year Human Resources
employee of the Confederated
Tribes of Grand Ronde, who now
serves as Mayor of Willamina,
was a guest reader on Pamela
Warren-Chase’s newly created
YouTube channel, Mimi’s Story
Time.
Pamala,

who enjoys reading

books to her grandchildren, got
the idea of recording herself on
her cell phone reading aloud
so she could send it to her
grandkids, letting them enjoy
Mimi’s Story Time, anytime,
anywhere. Her husband,
Anthony Chase, along with his
son, Anthony Shane Chase, had
a bigger idea.

And just like that, Mimi’s
Story Time was announced on
YouTube in July 2025, bringing
Pamala’s story reading available
to kids of all lineages.

So the family got to creating,

KiIM GREENE REALTOR/PRINCIPAL BROKER @
] CELL 503-434-0472

@ COLDWELL BANKER
PRO FESSIOHAL
ROUP

$279,900

Willamina

and extended parking. $354,900

4| This beautifully mamtamed near
.'_ new 4/2-bath home offers 1,799
‘ Ly AR u=H | sf of spacious comfort. Level lot is
SHERIDAN 3/2 home few houses

away from City Park. Huge double
fenced yard, for multiple cars, toys
or an RV. Hardwood floors, gas
heat fireplace, lots of kitchen stor-

age and appliances included. Only room, gas heat/a|r&more|

4-bedroom home s
tucked away in a peaceful, tree-
filled setting with a cozy country
vibe. Many updates in 2021. Front
and back decks, metal roof, a large-
detached garage/shop, fenced yard,

OFFICE 503-843-1300
430 S. BRIDGE STREET
SHERIDAN, OR 97378
GREENEKIM@®MSN.COM
LICENSED IN THE STATE OF OREGON

landscaped, sprinkler system, cov-
ered patio, tool shed and fenced
backyard. 220 electric in the garage,
master on the main, SS appliances
included, gas fireplace in the great

YAMHILL RIVER IN YOUR BACK
YARD! Charming Sheridan 4/1.5
home Located close to the city
park, library, bus route, highway
access, and downtown businesses.
Recent upgrades in 2022 include a
new roof, siding and vinyl windows.
Plenty of on-site driveway parking.
The converted garage adds extra
utility/storage space. $315,000

working through Capital
Community Media, a
community-based Salem area
multimedia  production and
training center where the
family has taken media courses.
Anthony and Pamala stated that
the class cost is very minimal,
and you can borrow equipment
and/or one of their studios for
free after taking their courses.
The family, after creatinga couple
of episodes for the channel,
decided to branch out of their
home and reached out to local
libraries about the possibility of
doing book readings there.

The idea was presented to the
Willamina Public Library board,
all eager to bring the project
onboard, and the idea was
brought up on whether she
would welcome guest readers
on the program.

After  some conversation,
Willamina Mayor Vickie
Hernandez was slated to be

the first guest reader in the
9th episode of Mimi’s Story
Time, during its first-ever public
production at the Willamina
Public Library on November 20.
Mayer Hernandez was excited
to take part, picking out two
books for the reading, one of her
grandkid’s favorites, Barnyard
Dance by Sandra Boynton,
followed by a tongue-twister
of a story that she chose, The
Wonky Donkey by Craig Smith
and Katz Cowley.

It will take a little time before
the stories join the four current
episodes on their channel,
@MimisStoryTime1111 on
YouTube, as Capital Community
Media will have first dibs on
playing the content on their
platform.  Once  uploaded,

children anywhere, anytime can
listen and read along, as the
book is also shown, side-by-side
with Pamala, as she reads during
Mimi’s Story Time.

Willamina Mayor Vickie Hernandez (right) guest reads on Pamala
Warren-Chase’s (left) Mimi’s Story Time, a YouTube channel that
was born from Pamala’s love of reading books for her grandkids.

| | THANKSCIVING. IWEAPOLOGZE FOR ANY
{ INCONVENTENCEAND WISH EVERYONEA

Wast, Valay |

Bullet:in Boﬂgcl

WILL BE CLOSED THURSDAY & FRIDAY
10 CELEBRATE AND RECOVER FROM

Happy Thanksgiving




ART - JEWELRY - BOOKS - CARDS
USUALLY OPEN 9-5 MON - SAT
TEXT 971-271-4575 T0 ENSURE
THE GALLERY IS OPEN
------- BRING THIS AD - |
IT'S A $50 GIFT CERTIFICATE
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SATURDAY NIGHT BINGO

Doors Open: 5:30pm
Bingo: 6:30pm

EVERY SATURDAY
0dd Fellows Lodge
143 SW Monroe St.

Xelle's Kiils

All Haircuts
or Waxing

QU

-

New Only 515
g IS gY W 5ring a can of food
and get $3 off

Wed. - Fri. Walk-ins only
10am - 5pm 144 E. Main ¢ Sheridan

CLOSED (Next to Main Street

Books Revisited)
Sat. - Tue. EEFFRTRTIPT)

EVERY [FRIDAY

\
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School Building for
Rent/Request for Proposals

e Modern school campus in
Sheridan

¢ 11,000 sq feet

e Large gathering space, half
gym, office space, up to 7 class-
room spaces including science
lab, and outdoor space

e Rent full building or blend
with existing early childhood
program

¢ We are particularly motivated
to partner with innovative edu-
cation organizations

What are your dreams for edu-
cation opportunities in Yamhill
County? Let’s Brainstorm! Con-
tact: 503-435-9760

Estate Sale

BLACK FRIDAY ESTATE SALE Nov
28, 29 & 30, Fri & Sat 10AM-
5PM, Sunday 10AM - 3PM 427
NE Yamhill, Sheridan.

* Furniture & Books

* Audio Equipment & Electronics
* Christmas Items & Decor

* Fabric & Crafts

* Kitchen & Dining Room Items
* 1970s & 1990s Collectibles

Sheridan Auto Detailing, 148 N.
Bridge St. in Sheridan, is now of-
fering full details. Interior details,
exterior detailing, and ceram-
ic coating. We also detail RVs,
boats, and farm equipment, in-
cluding tractors and combines.
Call 971-237-9649. (q

Signs of Spike offers pinstripe
repair, mobile service, car wax-
ing, headlight polishing, and lawn
mowing. Call 503-899-8537.

Shaun Wagler offers many ser-
vices, including: house/pet sit-
ting, personal mover, lawn care,
car detailing, pressure wash-
ing, designated driver, scrap
removal, wood/brush cutting,
gutter cleaning, trash removal,
and more. Call 971-241-4860
or email shaunwaglerl@yahoo.
com to discuss your needs to-
day. (12/31)

River Park Senior Living is now
hiring caregivers, housekeepers,
and a maintenance worker. Wage
DOE. Come in to apply or email
your resume to patty.angus@ag-
ingways.com. (o)

Sheridan Family
Chiropractic

639 W. Main Street
Sheridan

503-843-3888

Promotes Healthy Muscles

NOW

, ®Ages 2.5upto 12 YR

ENROLLING!
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Wanted - Vintage Christmas or-
naments and costume jewelry.
Price paid depending on item.
Call 503-481-8549. (p11/5)

Wanted - One bedroom cat (1)
friendly Apartment. Excellent
references available. Please Call
503-435-8373. (p11/5))

Riding Lessons

Horse Riding Lessons- available
for all ages and have after school
options. Call/text M&R AT 503-
949-7201.

Volunteers Needed

Northwest Senior and Disabil-
ity Services is seeking volunteer
help at our Sheridan location to
deliver meals to home bound
seniors. We deliver meals three
days a week and would like ad-
ditional help at least one day a
week. Our volunteers are eli-
gible for a hot meal on the days
they work and mileage is reim-
bursed. Please feel free to call
(503) 843-2000 and learn more.

Post your FREE
Garage Sale Ad
Email us at

bulletinwestvalley@gmail.com

SKYBERGES

THEBIGGESTLITY,

Hardware Store
inthe Valley

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat 7:30am-6pm
Sun 9am-4pm

Open 7 Days A Week
121 Main St. - Willamina - 503-876-3092




Obituary

Avalan “AJ” Grauer

Nov. 29, 1953 — Nov. 13, 2025

Avalan “A)” Grauer, 71, of Mc-
Minnville, Oregon, passed away
peacefully on November 13,
2025, surrounded by her loving
family. Born on November 29,
1953, in Rochester, Minnesota,
to Frances (Fran). AJ was oldest
of four sisters (Roxann, Gail, &
Tammy). She grew up in Leba-
non, Oregon, where she gradu-
ated from Lebanon High School
in 1971 and played saxophone
in the Lebanon Stage Band. She
would reflect about her child-
hood, often speaking about the
bakery her family owned and
working on the farm.

AJ attended Oregon College of
Education (now Western Ore-
gon University) in Monmouth,
earning her degree in Education.
On March 19, 1977, she mar-
ried the love of her life, Dennis
Grauer. Together they shared
48 wonderful years of marriage
and raised two children, Travis
Grauer and Jena Hendricks.

AJ began her teaching career at
Yamhill-Carlton Grade School
before taking a decade off to de-
vote herself to raising her chil-

dren and supporting their family
equipment repair business. She
later returned to education as a
substitute teacher at Sheridan
High School, eventually earning
a full-time position. Her dedica-
tion and leadership led her to
serve as Principal and later, Su-
perintendent of Sheridan School
District, where she retired after
a distinguished career shaping
young lives.

In retirement, AJ (lovingly re-
ferred to as Oma) cherished
time with her grandchildren —
Mason, Caleb, Maci, and Had-
ley. She loved building Legos,
gardening, cheering them on
in their sports, spending pea-
ceful days in Central Oregon, or
dreaming about her next adven-
ture.

AJ will be remembered for her
unwavering commitment to
education, her love for family,
and her warm, generous spirit.
She leaves behind her husband
Dennis, children Travis (& wife
Laycee) and Jena (& husband
Jeff), grandchildren Mason,
Caleb, Maci, and Hadley, and
countless friends, family, and
colleagues whose lives she tou-
ched.

A celebration of AJ’s life will be
held at Sheridan High School
on November 29th, 2025, from
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. A vie-
wing will take place earlier that
morning at Macy & Son Funeral
Home from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. A
graveside service will be held
at Green Crest Memorial in
Sheridan at 10:00 a.m. In lieu of
flowers, the family kindly invites
donations to a local education
foundation in AJ’s honor.
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BUSINESS
EXPRESS
PROGRAM

Need quick access to capitsl to assist the
purchase of squipmant, inventony, of a vehicla?
Talk ko ani of our Commencial Lending Officer's
abeout our Business Express Program!

Tony Jourry Cindy D Los Heros
HWILS GRS HMLE 04878

Phone @00 835-1223 - Prone S005 4358570

BusinesssExpre

It’s Time to Write

Santa a Letter!

Drop your letter to Santa
in the special mailboxes
at the West Valley Bulletin Board,

or Willamina IGA

Be sure to drop off your letter
between Now and Dec. 12
s0 Santa will have
time to answer your letter.
Make sure to put your address

on your letter for Santa.
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Clur<istras Tree Jea

Sheridan’s Troop 215 has been
selling Christmas Trees for over
25 years.

The sale begins Nov 29
M-F 4-7 pm
Sat-Sun 12 noon-7 pm

SW Railroad and Bridge streets ¢
across from Sheridan Building
Materials, next to City Hall.

Please help support our
Scouts this holiday season.
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Thank you to all who helped
support the Grand Sheramina
Food Bank Thanksgiving distri-
bution. Your donations of cash,
cans, bottles, and food helped
make Thanksgiving Dinner for
some West Valley families a real-
ity, and we could not have done
it without you.

~Grand Sheramina Food Bank

917 S. Bridge Street
503-843-3262
SUNDAY MEETING TIMES
Adult Bible Class - 9:30 am
Morning Worship -10:45am
www.sheridannaz.com

|Bu||etinwestval|ey@gmaiI.com|

A Message from the
Sheridan Superintendent

Happy Thanksgiving Week!

Sheridan Schools are committed to making the holidays a festi-
ve time for all of our students and families.

As we enter the holiday season, it’s a great time to remember
there are a number of organizations who share this mission
and are working hard to make the season bright for everyone,
whether you want to help or need some extra support.
Holiday Food Boxes - Contact your local food bank if you
need to receive a food box. Churches United for West Valley
is collecting donations from those wishing to help cover costs,
$25 covers the cost of one box.

Sheridan Tree of Giving - pick up a gift tag at any of the fol-
lowing locations: Mercantile, Sheridan Pharmacy, First Federal
Bank.

Coat Drive - Various locations around town are collecting
new coats through December 1 for students in West Valley.

Wrapping Paper - Sheridan Methodist Church is collecting
wrapping paper to wrap donated gifts.

Also, be sure to mark your calendars for the following holiday
concerts:

® SHS Choir/Band Concert: Tuesday, December 16 at 6:30pm

® FCS Elementary Christmas Concert: Wednesday, December
17 at 5pm

e FCS Middle School Christmas Concert: Thursday, December
18 at 6pm

All are free and open to the public.

Sheridan Schools will be closed for the holidays on the follow-
ing days:

e Thanksgiving Break: Wednesday, November 26 through Fri-
day, November 28

® Christmas Break: Monday, December 23 to Friday, January 3

Wishing you all a safe and happy Holiday Season!

Sincerely,
Dorie Vickery Ed. D,
Superintendent

Sheridan School District

School District Office: 971-261-6959
Sheridan High School: 971-261-6970
Faulconer Chapman School: 971-261-6960

Holiday Activities Dates Are Set to
Light Up the West Valley In December

The West Valley is set to ring in
the holidays starting Dec. 3 with
calls to Santa. From 6-8 p.m.
kids can call and talk to the man
himself at 503-843-3811, if par-
ents would like to communicate
some info beforehand to prep
Santa they are encouraged to
do so by emailing sheridan.rota-
ryl@gmail.com or on Facebook
messenger Sheridan Oregon Ro-
tary Club.

Letters to Santa are being ac-
cepted at The West Valley Bul-
letin Board office 136 E. Main
St., Sheridan, at the IGA store
in Willamina. Make sure to have
a good return address so Santa
can write back. Deadline to drop
off is Dec. 12.

Home Christmas light contests
are underway in both Willamina
and Sheridan, both are offering
cash prizes, the first-place win-
ner of each is $100. To register
your home in Willamina visit
willaminaoregon.gov/lightscon-
test or drop by Willamina City
Hall. Willamina’s deadline to en-
ter is Dec. 17, and you can pick
up your maps, ballots, and free
hot chocolate at Coyote Joes
from 5-7 p.m. Dec. 20. To regis-
ter your home in Sheridan email
Bulletinwestvalley@gmail.com,
drop by the Bulletin Board of-
fice, or message on Facebook
at West Valley Bulletin Board.
Deadline for registering to ap-
pear on the map in Sheridan is
Dec. 10.

Santa is visiting friendly pets at
The West Valley Mercantile on
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ardemhas Been®

able to donate 626 pounds of
food to local area food banks and
individual seniors.

[ he@mmunltg

Thank you to those individuals and
businesses who sponsor and support
the garden, especially, Wilco,
Western Waste, Sam Stewart, and
Jennifer Mueller. Sam and_ Jennifer have
¥ oﬂ"é’red arggzmg'help and dedlcatlon

Saturday Dec. 6 from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. to pose for pictures.
Willamina’s Christmas Lights Pa-
rade is Saturday Dec. 6, line-up
starts at 5 p.m. with the parade
starting at 6 p.m. The parade
ends at the Fire Hall where San-
ta will be visiting, the city will
light up the tree, the high school
band will be performing, and
there will be free cider, cookies
and candy canes for the kids.
Sheridan’s Christmas Lights Pa-
rade is Saturday Dec. 13, line-
up starts at 5 p.m. with the
parade starting at 6 p.m. The pa-
rade ends at the Sheridan High
School where the tree will be lit,
kids can meet Santa and get a
gift, Rotary will be providing free
hot chocolate, and you can pick
up maps for the Deck the House
decorating contest. Neither pa-
rade requires pre-registration
just show up with you or your
rig lit up.

A Little Bit Country Daycare lo-
cated at 31741 SW Savage Rd.,
in Sheridan, is holding open
house on Dec. 14, and 21, where
Mr. and Mrs. Claus can be found
posing for pictures from noon-7
p.m. there will also be crafts and
cookies.

The Sheridan Museum of His-
tory is holding a Homemade
Christmas Bazaar now through
Dec. 20 between 10 a.m. and 3
p.m. every Saturday.

Sheridan’s Small-Town Christ-
mas Bazaar will be held from 9
a.m. to 8 p.m. Dec. 13-14 at the
Sheridan High School.
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. We Deeply Appreciate Your Support and Loyalty

Sheridan Rotary
P.O. Box 322 ¢ Sheridan

Green Crest
Memorial Park
office@greencrest
memorialpark.net

503-843-3420

¢
Sheridan Fire District
233 SW Miill - Sheridan
503-843-2467
City of Willamina *
City Council & Staff
411 NE C - Willamina
503-876-2242

City of Sheridan
120 SW Mill - Sheridan
503-843-2347
www.cityofsheridanor.com

West Valley
Bulletin Board
136 E. Main Street
Sheridan, OR 97378

bulletinwestvalley@gmail.com

Willamina Coastal Hills
Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 411 - Willamina

Davison Auto Parts
317 S Bridge - Sheridan
503-843-2211
1717 NE Baker - McMinnville
503-472-6114

Sheridan Chrar‘hber
of Commerce
503-852:1760

Ruff Life Rescue
29795 Salmon River Hwy
Grand Ronde : 503-879-5003

West Valley Mercantile
342 S. Bridge - Sheridan
503-843-9088

Delphian School
20950 Rock Creek Road
Sheridan‘e 503-843-3521

Hurricane Coffee
201 E Main - Sheridan
971-241-2564

Sheridan Family
Chiropractic
639 W Main - Sheridan
503-843-3888

Stuck Electric
147 W Main - Sheridan
503-843-2322

West Valley
Funeral Home
108 NW Lincoln : Sheridan
503-843-2525

Hofenbredl Realty
322 Main - Willamina
503-876-9004

Sheridan Pharmacy
103 W Main - Sheridan
503-843-2422

Sheridan Museum
of History
142 S. Bridge e Sheridan
Open 11am-3pm Sat.

Angel Bookkeeping
421 Main - Willamina
971-237-1230

Grand Ronde
Water Association
26690 Hwy 18
Grand Ronde
503-879-5624

The Confederated
Tribes of Grand Ronde
9615 Grand Ronde Rd.
Grand Ronde, OR 97347

Hampton Lumber Mills
Willamina Division

Sheridan
Building Materials
345 S Bridge - Sheridan
503-843-7150

Techtonics Tuning
21801 SW Rock Creek Rd.
Sheridan - 503-843-2700




ARE YOU DRINKING
KAHGEH WATER?
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THE HYDRATION STATION

INDUSTRIAL SPACE
FOR RENT

Located in Willamina near
Huddleston Park. 4,725 Sq Ft.
Heavy Duty power.

Mary Martin Miller,

Principle Broker.

Miller Consulting Group, LLC

CALL (503) 740-9200

Food Pantry Prepping
For Thanksgiving Need

The Grand Shermina Food Pan-
try needs your help to "Feed the
Need" for holiday food boxes.
The organization is request-
ing holiday side dishes: canned
corn and green beans, dressing,
fruit cocktail, potatoes, sugar,
and flour. Cash donations are
also needed to buy butter, milk,
and other perishable items for
their Christmas boxes.

Stop by on Monday or Tuesday
to donate. The food pantry is
located at 120 North Bridge
Street, or call Judy at (503) 313-
5702 or judyadams123@yahoo.
com.
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It’s a

“Not so Black” Friday...

and Saturday too!

SAVE

0%

onall
USED book,
audio book,

&DVD
purchases!

(Trade/Credit may NOT be used with this special.)

Fri, Nov. 28 & Sat., Nov. 29
11a.m. -6 p.m.

Come on in and browse. You're sure to
find a book or two. Homemade cookies
available. Mr. Keurig providing coffee.

S

g

Main Street Books Revisited
142 E. Main, Sheridan

Thank you for supporting THIS small business.

Sheridan School District Secures $500,000
Federal Grant to Enhance School Safety

News Release From Sheridan
School District

SHERIDAN, OR — November 12,
2025 — The Sheridan School Dis-
trict is pleased to announce it
has been awarded a $500,000
federal grant through the U.S.
Department of Justice’s Office
of Community Oriented Policing
Services (COPS Office) School
Violence Prevention Program
(SVPP). The funding will be used
to enhance physical safety and
emergency preparedness mea-
sures at both Faulconer-Chap-
man (grades K-8) and Sheridan
High School.

The $500,000 award will be
used to update badge-based
access control, upgrade surveil-
lance technology, expand exteri-
or lighting and modernize inter-
com and emergency notification
systems. Entry areas at both
schools will also be evaluated
for enhanced security, as will
areas of school grounds that re-
main unfenced. This investment
underscores the district's proac-
tive commitment to providing
a secure learning environment
for all students and staff.The
improvements will be imple-

mented in coordination with the
Yamhill County Sheriff’s Office,
Yambhill County Emergency Man-
agement and the Willamette
Service District to ensure sys-
tems are responsive, integrated
and aligned with broader emer-
gency response plans.

“We are very grateful to the
COPS program for recognizing
our commitment to student
safety with this critical funding,”
said Dorie Vickery, Superinten-
dent of Sheridan School District.
“This grant will allow us to make
significant upgrades to currently
aging systems and shows the
importance we place on safety
in our schools.”

The improvements will impact
the safety of over 700 students
and 100 staff members across
both schools.

The COPS School Violence Pre-
vention Program is a competi-
tive grant designed to improve
security at schools and on
school grounds. It supports ef-
forts by state, local, and tribal
authorities to provide a safer en-
vironment for students through
evidence-based violence pre-
vention programs.

Pord Scramble

Use the letters and clues below to unscramble the words related to
International Computer Security Day (Nov. 30). Place the letters from
the circles on the dashes at the bottom to solve the last remaining
word.

O

REKCHA

TIIDG

LA

TOERUMPC

What do computers and
Captain Picard protect?

Last weeks
answers
Hasbro, Token,
Hotel, Monocle,
Chance, Utility,
Thimble /)




Sheridan City Council Meeting: Southside Open and Last Official Act

The Sheridan City Council held
its regular meeting on November
17 at Sheridan City Hall. Some
key points of the meeting were
as follows:

Yvonne Hamilton performed her
last official act as City Recorder
for the City of Sheridan before
she retired on November 18

(see Yvonne Hamilton Retires
article), swearing in City
Manager  Preston Polasek,

Assistant City Manager/Finance
Director Amber Mathiesen, and
Compliance Officer/Community
Services Coordinator Kaihdan
Trombla.

Community resident Michael
Michaelson brought his public
comment before the council,
raising a concern he had heard
from three fellow residents
about a possible shutdown of
parking on W Main St., due to
an oversize load that was going
to be coming through town.
He was out of town at the time
of the notice. Michael stated,
“The truck should not have
been on that bridge in the first
place; that’s a driver error, not
a resident of town error. You got
handicapped residents of the
apartment next door, that can’t
walk a block. I live there too. I'm
able-bodied. | park at the end of
the block so the lady next door,
that has a young child, can park
closer. But my concern is for
other people. They should be
able to park there. That should
not be shut down because of
a driver error. We need to be
doing something against those
companies, those drivers, hold
them accountable, not your
residents of town. I'm asking the
city to look into that. If it was
something that didn’t come up,
please reconsider and look into
it from that angle.”

Yvonne was presented the
Excellence Award by Mayor
Cale George and the Oregon
Municipal Recorders Association
Legacy Award, which was
presented by former Sheridan
Mayor, Harry Cooley.

The third reading of Ordinance
2025-05, amending chapter
13.04.480 of the Sheridan
Municipal Code relating to water
rates and charges, was voted
on and approved. Water rates
will increase for all residential
and commercial customers on
the City of Sheridan grid, both
in and out of city limits, from
$8.28 to $8.53 per 100 cubic feet
(cf) of water used. The average
household usage in February
of 605 cf will see an increase of
$1.51 for the month. The August

household average of 1,070 cf
will see an increase of $2.68 on
that month’s bill. This increase
will go into effect starting
January 1, 2026, and will be
reflected on the first bills mailed
in 2026.

The third reading of Ordinance

2025-06, amending chapter
13.12.260 of the Sheridan
Municipal Code relating to

sewer user charges, was voted
on and approved. The 3 percent
rate increase will increase
equivalent residential unit (ERU)
rates by $1.48 per month (see
November 17 agenda packet
for more specific information).
Standard households will see
their monthly bill go from
$49.38 to $50.86 per month.
The increase will go into effect
starting January 1, 2026, and
will be reflected on the first bills
mailed in 2026.

Council approved a contract
with the Strategic Economic
Development Corporation
(SEDCOR). The contract includes
management of the Enterprise
Zone, business recruitment and
retention services, and other
business support services at the
direction of the City Manager.
The contract will not exceed
$25,000 unless  otherwise
approved by the City Council.
Contracted City Planner,
Liam Bean, prepared and
submitted a grant application
to the Department of Land
Conservation and Development
(DLCD) to prepare an updated
housing capacity analysis for
the City. The grant was awarded
to the City and will fund up
to approximately $60,000 to
prepare an updated housing
capacity analysis for the City of
Sheridan. This would replace
the current adopted housing
element of the Sheridan
Comprehensive plan and will
help direct housing policy for the
next 20 years.

As required by the DLCD,
support for the acceptance of
the grant must be approved by
the governing body.

Resolution 2025-L was presented
before the council for support of
the DLCD grant application, and
was unanimously approved by
the council.

Public works submitted their
report to the council. Key points
of their report included:

Work continues at Hebert
Memorial Plaza; construction is
set to continue for the next few
weeks.

Concrete forms have been
installed at the Jefferson Dog

Park.

Pumps and aerators at South
Side Park have been installed.
Testing is still in progress, but the
park is now open.

The liquid chlorine upgrade is
complete, and residuals have
been more consistent at both
ends of the system.

Public works cleaned 600 feet of
storm systems on the west end
of town, and work was done on
the Jefferson St. storm system
near the dog park. Crews have
also been actively cleaning catch
basins and jetting culverts with
the city vac trailer.

The Sheridan Public Library
reported two successful
programs in the month of
October. The Decorate-a-
Pumpkin program saw 48
individuals attend the event.
The library also held its first
Halloween Family Fun Day, which
featured games and activities for
individuals and families to enjoy.
The event drew 96 community
members.

Since the Family Fun Day was
such a success, the library staff
has put together a Christmas
Family Fun Day, which will be
held from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. on December 5, with Santa
making an appearance from
10:30 a.m. to Noon for story
time and pictures. Games and
activities will also be available.
The library received a number of
donations over the past month.
One community member
donated about 40 books that
were all within two years of
publication and in excellent
condition; 30 of those books
were added to the library’s
collection. Another community
member donated a Merlin
Enhanced Vision Machine for our
patrons to use in the library. This
machine lets a patron with low
vision enjoy any printed material
by enlarging the print directly
from the item onto a monitor
with larger font sizes. Patrons
can change the size of the text
to what works best for them
and can also change to different
color settings to help enhance
the text for their specific needs.
During grant tracking, City
Manager Preston Polasek
announced that the Yamhill
Street Wastewater Project has
been fully reimbursed, bringing
that budget item from a negative
balance to zero.

The City of Sheridan will file for
an extension request for the
Southside Park grant, which
is currently on an extension
through December 31.

Kai Cottam, Public Works
Director, apologized for the
length of time the Southside
Park was closed, stating that the
group took on what portion of
work that was agreed upon and
found out that the division was
understaffed. “When we need
four people at the park working
on the pump structure, then we
get a call, we don’t have enough
people at the park anymore to
complete the work. And that
strung out for too long. So | just
want to apologize to the public
and council for that. That’s not
something that was planned, of
course. It’s not indicative of what
we wanted to do, but it was the
result.”

Planning report announced
that the City of Sheridan
has been awarded a grant

for  transportation growth
management (TGM). This grant
is intended to address issues
that crossover between land
use planning and transportation.
The grant award is $220,000
for the purpose of updating the
Transportation Systems Plan.
The council discussed the
possibility of changing the
council’s regular meeting start
time to 6 p.m., making it the
same start time as the council
work sessions. Mayor Cale
George, along with many of the
council members, agreed to look
into the change. The council
and city staff will look more into
what is needed to change the
start time before the change is
enacted officially.

More information about the
meeting, including the agenda
and recordings, can be found
on the City of Sheridan website,
www.cityofsheridanor.com.

Yoga As
Primary Care
Jim Molloy
971-241-2458
yapcdoc@gmail.com

OO0
Western Yamhill
Medical Center

Dr. Molloy Retired on 3-14-25
For Records requests,
information, and payments
(503) 843-4071

wymcstaff@gmail.com
P.0 Box 219, Sheridan, Or 97378




City Of Sheridan City Recorder Yvonne Hamilton Retires

After serving the City of
Sheridan, Yvonne Hamilton, City
Recorder for the past 24 years,
decided that on November 18,
it was time to let someone else
have a go at one of the longest
public  service professions,
alongside that of tax collectors.
The profession can trace its
roots back before biblical times,
when early keepers of archives
called Remembrancers, their
memories serving as public
record before writing came
into use. Ancient Greece had
a city secretary who read city
documents publicly. One of

his first duties at the start of a
meeting was to decree a curse
upon anyone who should seek
to deceive the people.

The first beginning of the office
of city clerk can be traced back
to 1271 A.D. in The History of
the Corporation of Old London.
Curses and memories aside,
the role of the City Clerk or
Municipal Recorder has not
changed much through the
years. They are the hub of
which local governments gather
and disseminate information,
the repository of records
and recordings, the poster of

Yvonne Hamilton (right) performs her last official duty as City Re-
corder, swearing in newly appointed city staff, before her last day
on the job. Yvonne served the City of Sheridan for the past 24 years.
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proclamations, the ingester of
information, and the hoarder of
history.

The City of Sheridan decided
to celebrate her long-standing
service to the community not
once, but twice, during her last
city council meeting, held on
November 17, and her going-
away party held the next day,
her last day as a staff member
for the City of Sheridan.

During the city council meeting,
after performing her last official
act as city recorder, swearing
in Preston Polasek, Kaihdan
Trombla, and Amber Mathiesen,
Yvonne was presented with two
awards. First was the Excellence
Award, presented by Mayor
Cale George from the City of
Sheridan. The other, presented
by former Sheridan mayor
Harry Cooley on behalf of the
Oregon Association of Municipal

Recorders, was the Legacy
Award.
Mayor Cale George stated,

before the presentation of the
awards, “I wanted to thank you
for choosing to work for the city
for the last 24 years.

You've been a part of the
city administration through
numerous incidents, and yet
you chose to stay. When people
talk to me about going to City

Hall, they say they’re going to go
talk to Yvonne.

You've been a wonderful
representation of public
service and have always had a
welcoming attitude. You have
excelled as a city recorder and
assistant city manager and have
great processes and systems
in place to make sure future
recorders will follow the great
example you’ve set.

When | was first elected to
the council, | immediately felt
welcomed into the council role
by Yvonne. And while my time
as city councilor and mayor has
been short, I've always knew
that if | had a question, | could
ask you.

You’ve been a great resource for
information and public meeting
process, and | know you’ve been
a resource of information to
others across the county and
the state. | will miss being able
to come into City Hall and being
able to speak with you about
our families, about Sheridan’s
past, and about Disneyland. It is
hard for me to imagine City Hall
without you.”

Public Works Director Kai
Cottman talked on behalf of
himself and his staff, sharing
their collective thoughts on her
retirement, stating, “Today we

wSheridan Business
@ecoratmg C@ |

Decorate your business
No registration required

* Voting for the best decorated
business will be open Dec. 13-30,

Deck the House contest

* Participants will be encouraged to view
businesses during the main event on

= ,\“-\ \/(" ™M *The winner will have their name
@0 L= engraved on the plaque and will be able
e to display it in their business all year
Sponsored by the Sheridan
Chamber of Commerce

testas

To Enter

in conjunction with the

Dec.13




After 24 Years of Dedicated Service to the Community

gather to celebrate someone
whose presence has been a
cornerstone of our workplace,
Yvonne Hamilton.

Dependable, that word gets
used a lot, but in Yvonne’s
case, it truly fits. Whether it
was a tight deadline, a tough
decision, or a moment when
someone just needed a listening
ear, Yvonne showed up steady,
reliable, and always, always with
grace.

What set Yvonne apart wasn’t
just professionalism, though it
was always evident. It was the
way Yvonne put people first. She
led with empathy, treated every
colleague with respect, and
made sure that no voice went
unheard. That kind of leadership
doesn’t just build teams, it
builds trust.

As Yvonne steps into retirement,
we’re not just saying goodbye
to a colleague. We’re honoring
a legacy of care, integrity, and
quiet strength. Thank you,
Yvonne, for showing us what
it means to lead with heart.
You will be missed. You will be
remembered.”

Former Councilor Roxie Acuff,
who stepped down from her
seat in December of 2024,
after 17 years of service, also
attended the event, having these
words to say after the meeting
adjourned, “Well, | knew this
day was going to come sooner
or later, and here it is, too soon.
Not for Yvonne, but for the city
of Sheridan.

For those of us who have known
and worked with Yvonne, we
know of her knowledge, her
professionalism, and her work
ethic. | don’t know what her
specific job descriptions have

been over the vyears, but |
would imagine that they would
include clerk, secretary, advisor,
supervisor, historian, waitress,
organizer, janitor, emergency
contact, acting city manager,
and, of course, video recorder. |
would like to add to those jobs,
but also, in my case, confidant
and a friend.

Some of our challenges along the
way have been long hours, new
employees, new computers,
new software versions, new
planners, new engineers, new
consultants, new ordinances,
new resolutions, new phone
systems, new coffee machines,
new attorneys, new mayors,
and, of course, new city
councilors.

| would be astonished if anyone
in this room would ever have
imagined that anyone could
have done a better job than
Yvonne. | want to thank Yvonne
for her unselfish commitment
and dedication to the city of
Sheridan. In closing, | never
got the opportunity to publicly
thank her husband, Ken
Hamilton, for his years of service
and dedication to Sheridan.
While not last to speak, after
receiving her awards, Yvonne
had her turn to speak, saying,
“After 24 and a half years of
serving the City of Sheridan
as City Recorder, it’s both an
honor and it’s bittersweet to
say goodbye to a role that has
shaped so much of my life.

City Manager Preston often
refers to the City Recorder’s
Office as the hub of the city.
However, | think the eminent
political scientist, Professor
William Bennett Monroe,
summed it up best.

Yvonne Hamilton (right) for a photo-op with Oregon Association
of Municipal Recorders (OAMR) President Scott Stauffer. Yvonne
was presented the OAMR Legacy Award the prior evening during
the council meeting by former Sheridan Mayor Harry Cooley.

No other office in municipal
service has so many contracts.
It serves the mayor, the city
council, the city manager, and
all administrative departments
without exception.

All of them call upon it for service
and information. Its work is not
spectacular, but it demands
versatility, alertness, accuracy,
and no end of patience. The
public doesn’t realize how many
loose ends of city administration
this City Recorder’s office pulls
together.

Throughout my career, [I've
had the privilege of serving the
public alongside many dedicated
individuals, and | couldn’t
be more proud of the work
we’ve accomplished together,
especially over the last year.
I've seen our community grow,
and we’ve faced challenges,
celebrated victories, and been
part of history.

While it’s time for me to step
away, | know I’'m leaving the city
in capable hands. Thank you to
my team and all those who’ve
supported me throughout the
years. Your dedication and hard
work inspired me each day. |
leave with wonderful memories
and a grateful heart to each of
you. Thank you to my family
for your support and to the
community for allowing me the
honor of serving.

Finally, thank you to my husband
of 37 years, Ken Hamilton, whose
love, support, and empathy

Saturday, December 6, 11 am-1 pm

342 S. Bridge St. Sheridan
Photos are complimentary with your device. Donations are
suggested onsite for the small animal rescue fund.

carried me through every day of
my career. This may be the end
of my professional journey here,
but I'll always carry the pride of
being a part of and serving this
community.

in her retired tiara and sash,
retired after 24 years as the City
Recorder for Sheridan.




This coupon is good
for one 30 word classified. ||

FREE I
BULLETIN BOARD
CLASSIFIED AD!

Email your classified ad |
information to
bulletinwestvalley@gmail.com I

JUST MENTION THIS COUPON.
OFFER EXPIRES December 31, 2025 I

(One coupon per person per month.)

Clyde Dawkins
Auto Recycling
We're Still Here!

We accept scrap metal!
Local drop off of loose metals
(No RV's

Cell 503-435-8908
sdawkins503@outlook.com

MEM =2
N

DELIVERY

SAVETIME[FOR OTHERITHINGS
LET|USPICKITUPEOR YOU!

CALL/TEXT971-259:8606

NO/RROBUCTISIREQUIRING!ID/TO/PURCHASE

SHERIDAN

Ny CHREGO /
T

Join Chamber for a fun breakfast every
first and third Friday from 8-9:15 a.m.
Everyone is welcome!

Email for further information:
SheridanChamberofCommerce@gmail.com
Check Us Out at
www.sheridanoregonchamber.com

CURLS, CUTS & MORE
140 EAST MAIN STREET

CRYSTAL DANIELSON
(503) 8L3-3737

WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY + FRIDAY

2

AIR SAFETY NW

John & Jennifer Stanislaw

(503) 730-1942

Air Safety Northwest
delivers cutting-edge safety
products and services.
¢ We sell fire extinguishers, AEDs,

first-aid products and more.

*We offer training classes in first-
aid, CPR, AED, Stop the Bleed,
and combinations.

www.airsafetynw.com

131 SW Monroe St.

OPEN 24
((ﬁg;m‘ HOURS
EBT accepted

COMMUN

Decembe’r 20%

_ West Valley
“ Siiice 1943

Residential * Commercial * Industrial
147 W. Main Street ¢ Sheridan

Sheridan

Public Library
503-843-3420
Open Tuesday - Saturday
10 am - 6pm
Check out kids crafts, story time
and more!
New books arriving weekly
Wi-Fi - Computers- Printers

Photocopies - Faxing
Children’s Take It & Make It Craft Kits

Children’s programs!

142 NW Yamhill Street - Sheridan

Monday
Decl 7pm Sheridan City Council 120 SW |
Tuesday:
Dec2 Noon Kiwanis 825 NE N
Dec2 4:30pm Book Club ) ) ) Willamir
Dec2 4:30pm Friends of Sheridan Library Meeting Sheridan
Wednesday
Dec3 8am Willamina EID (No Chamber in December) Coyote J
Dec3 6-8pm Calls to Santa 503-843.
Thursday
Dec 4 1-48m Free Showers Trinity Lt
Dec4 1:30pm Municipal Court 120 SW |
Dec4 5pm Winter Extravaganza (Family Night) Willamir
Dec4 6pm Sheridan Revitalization Sheridan
II:De_zg 4  6pm Toastmasters Willamir
riday
Pec 5—8-9:15am————SheridanChamberBreakfast No Meet
Saturday
Dec6 1lam-lpm Pets with Santa Pictures West Val
Dec6 4pm Fendall School Meeting LChristmas Party) 37515Ti
Dec6 6pm Willamina Christmas Light Parade Commur
Dec 6 After Parade Santa Meet & Greet Willamir
II?,Iec 6 After Parade Christmas Tree Lighting Willamin
onday
Dec8 7pm Sheridan Planning Commission 120 SW |
Dec8 6pm Sheridan Boosters 433 S Bri
Dec8 7pm Willamina School District Meeting Live Stre
_I?ecfzl 7pm American Legion 125 N Br
uesdaay
Dec9  6:30pm Sheridan Fire Board 230 SW |
Dec9 6pm Willamina City Council 825 NE N
Wednesday
%?c 13 6pm Willamina 4th of July Committee Willamir
ursday
Dec1l 1-4pm Free Showers Trinity Lt
Dec 11 9am-2:30pm Red Cross Blood Drive Willamir
Dec 11 4-5pm Yambhill County Youth AdvisorP/ Council Sheridan
Dec 11 5-6pm Free Line Dancing at the Buell Grange 5970 Mil
Eqall 5:30pm Willamina MS/HS Winter Concert Willamin
riday
Dec12 NA Letters to Santa Deadline WV Bullet
Saturday.
Dec 13 9am-8pm Christmas Bazaar Sheridan
Dec13 1-3pm MakerSpace Lab Willamir
Dec 13 6pm Sheridan Light Parade Sheridar
Dec 13 After Parade Sheridan Tree Lighting Sheridan
Dec 13 After Parade Santa Meet & Greet Sheridan
SDecc|13 N/A Deck the House & Business Lights Competition Starts  Sheridar
unday
Dec 14 9am-4pm Christmas Bazaar Sheridan
Monday
Dec 15 7pm Sheridan City Council 120 SW |
Dec15 7pm VFW 771 NE N
Tuesday
Dec16 1pm Lunch Bunch (to go lunches) Sheridan
Wednesday
Dec 17 5pm Faulconer-Chapman K-3rd Christmas Concert FCS New
_Ilqlsc 1Z| 6pm Sheridan School District Board District (
ursday
Dec 18 1-4pm Free Showers Trini;c\Y Lt
Dec 18 6pm West Valley Fire District Board Meeting 825 NE |
Dec 18 6pm Toastmasters Willamir
Dec 18 5pm/6pm Willamina Library Board Session/Meeting ~ Willamir
Dec 18 6pm Sheridan Parks and Rec Meeting 120 SW |
Egg 18 6pm Faulconer-Chapman 5th-8th Concert FCS New
riday
Pec19—8-9:15am———Sheridan-ChamberBreakfast No Meet
Saturday
Dec20 1-3pm Christmas Box Handout ) Grand St
_IQec %IO 3pm End of Sheridan Museum Christmas Bazaar Sheridan
uesday
_I?Isc 23 6pm Willamina Planning Commission 825 NE |
ursday
EQ((::I 25 ; MERRY CHRISTMAS ===========:
riday
Dec 26 5pm Churches United Community Dinner Sheridan
Saturday
Wednesday:

Dec 31

HAPPY NEW YEARS EVE ==========
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Monday:
Celebrate Recovery

Willamina Free Methodist Church................ 6pm
Scout Meeting

Sheridan All Prep, Sheridan .........ccccccceevenene. 7pm
P.I.F. AA Meeting (Mon, Wed, & Fri)

Sheridan All Prep......cccoeveveeecveeveseeeenne 7pm
Tuesday
Grand Sheramina Food Bank (1st & 3rd Tue),

Bridge Street, Sheridan.......cc.cocovvvrinnnnee 2-4pm
NA Meeting,

Light House Church, Grand Ronde................ 6pm
Yoga

Swan Hall, 242 NE Main St., Willamina........ 6pm
Cornhole

Ft. Hill Restaurant, 8655 Ft. Hill Rd .............. 6pm
Wednesday
Willamina EID (No Chamber in December)

COYOLE JOE'S ..ouvreeeieteeecere e 8am

Bridge Learning Play Group (Age 0-5)

430 SW Monroe St, Sheridan . 9:30 - 11:30am
Creative artists and artisans

Willamina Christian Church............... 10am-2pm
Sheridan Rotary Meeting

Sheridan School District office, Sheridan... Noon
Willamina Food Pantry, Civic Club,

340 B Street, Willamina .....cccoeveevevvervvennns 4-6pm
Willamina 4th of July Committee

Willamina Christian Church Basement......... 6pm
Thursday
Bingo

VFW Hall, Willamina ......ccccecevvrvvvvennnne. 5:30pm

Mill Creek Road Band Live Music w/Potluck (Free)

Buell Grange, Mill Creek Rd. Sheridan...... 6-8pm
NA Meeting,

Light House Church, Grand Ronde................ 6pm
Friday
Grand Ronde Food Bank Distribution

9765 Grand Ronde Rd, Grand Ronde 10am-2pm
Grand Ronde Community Clothes Closet

9765 Grand Ronde Rd, Grand Ronde 9am-Noon
American Legion Bingo

125 N Bridge St., Sheridan ..................... 5:30pm
Saturday
Sheridan Museum of History,

142 S. Bridge St, Sheridan.................. 10am-3pm
Willamina Museum of History,

188 D St, Willamina.......cccceveevereeercrenennen. 1-4pm
Tina Miller Youth Center

172 NW 4th Street, Willamina ................ 3-6pm
Odd Fellows Bingo

143 SW Monroe Street, Sheridan .......... 5:30pm
Narcotics Anonymous (Emmanuel Lutheran)

315 W. Main St., Willamina .........cccucuu.. 7-8pm
Sunday
Buell Grange Market

5970 Mill Creek Rd, Sheridan............ 11lam-5pm
Tina Miller Youth Center

172 NW 4th Street, Willamina ................ 1-4pm
Yoga

Swan Hall, 242 NE Main St., Willamina........ Spm
NA Meeting,

Light House Church, Grand Ronde................ 6pm

Open Mic Night
Wildwood Hotel and Lounge ..........ccccceueee. 6pm

techton |

Volkswagen & Audi Parts & Tools
PO Box 295, Sheridan, OR 97378
21801 SW Rock Creek Road

(800) 821-0598 (Orders only)
Phone 503-843-2700

sales@techtonicstuning.com

INDEPENBENTLY OWNEQ

Great people, great products, great prices!

Mac Auto Supply

945 NE Baker St. - (503) 472-5133

211 Good Shepherd
“IY Catholic Church
Mass: 8:30 am every Sunday
127 NE Hill Street Vi)

Sheridan h ¢ t‘-.

(503) 472-5232 { f 1
By

(St. James)
Email: L
0229vich@gmail.com '

Hofenbredl Realty...

Genuine, Reliable & Local
Real Estate Sales
For Buyers & Sellers

Barhara Hofenbre! - Broker/Owner

322 Main Street
Willamina, OR 97396
Office: 503-876-9004

Fax:503-876-9115
Cell: 503-910-9261
barbhofenbredi@yahoo.com

mis [ &

Valuable Advice in
Advance Planning

We offer compassionate

guidance and expertise
in funerals, cremations
and preplanning.

West Valley

Funeral Home

108 NW Lincoln Street

Sheridan * 503-843-2525
westvalleyfuneral.com * office@westvalleyfuneral.com

@ P

DAVISON AUTO PARTS

We offer parts and accessories
for cars and trucks,

as well as specialized tools for

working on them.

Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

317 S. Bridge St. e Sheridan

503-843-2211

WILLAMINA COASTAL HILLS

CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

Join us!
Chamber meetings
Begin at 8 a.m. every Wednesday”
503-843-2966
PO Box 411 « Willamina

*Except the first week of each
month when Willamina's Economic
Improvement District meetings are held.

Sheridan Pharmacy

Gifts « Liquor « Variety Store

Finding great
- cards & gifts

is easy at

) Sheridan

! =.11| Pharmacy
Mon.-Sat.
9am-6pm

103 E. Main St. Sheridan R{
503-843-2422

West Valley

Mercantile

Feed & Seed - Lawn & Garden =
Home & BBQ - Pet - Sporting Goods

Tuesday-Friday 9am-5:30pm
Saturday 9am-4pm
Closed Sunday and Monday
Located in the old Wilco Building
on S. Bridge Street across from
Sheridan Building Materials

HAMPTON
@ LUMBER

Willamina Division
We Build Communities and Careers

JOIN OUR TEAM

Applications available online:
www.hamptonlumber.com

Check for openings and apply

Healthcare - 401(k) - Work Life Balance
and more benefits at Hampton Lumber




Sheridan Chamber: Chemeketa Providing More than Just Education

A business or organization does
not have to be from the Sheridan
area to be part of the Sheridan
Chamber of Commerce. Last
week, the Sheridan Chamber of
Commerce meeting was hosted
by one of those organizations,
the Chemeketa Small Business
Development Center (SBDC).
Matt Geiger, Executive Director
for the Chemeketa Center for
Business and Industry (CCBI)
at the community college, was
the presenter to the Sheridan
Chamber of Commerce. Within
the CCBI is the SBDC. While
housed inside the community
college, Matt stated that it’s part
of a unique, larger network, the
only community college-based
network in America.

Chemeketa SBDC operates
in Marion, Yamhill, and Polk
counties, and attends nine
different chambers within that
area.

He started by giving handouts for
the group, stating, “There’s no
way in 15 minutes (the allotted
time for the host) that you are
going to absorb everything, but
it’'s also a resource,” adding
two other handouts about the

network, Secretary of State
information, and guilds on how
to start a business.

Matt reported that the SBDC
has nine advisors at the
center, ranging from different
knowledge bases and expertise,
though all fall within a generalist
advisor, stating, “They can sit
down with you and deal with
all your stuff. This is a national
program funded by the Small
Business Administration.
Because of that, our services
are free. When you get business

advising from wus, it is one-
on-one, confidential, no-cost
business advising.” Meetings

with the SBDC can be held in
person or over Zoom.

Another feature of the SBDC is
its access to statewide services,
which are funded by Business
Oregon. “One of the biggest
ones we deal with on a constant
basis is the Capital Access
Team (CAT),” Matt noted. The
organization has a CAT team
representative  who can help
small businesses obtain money
through loans, grants, or other
programs.

Also in the SDBC’s arsenal is

their Community Development
Officer (CDO), another part of
Business Oregon.

“So if you have a situation
where you need help with some
manufacturing laws, have a
zoning question, need funding
to build a warehouse, but also
need help with a business plan,
you’ll have a whole team here
to help you get it together,”
Matt stated. All of their advisors
have an MBA or have run or
are currently running their own
business.

The SDBC also partners with
other tri-county business
community groups. Matt voiced,
“We don’t want to duplicate
services. If you are already doing
something great, how do we get
people to you? We fill in the
gaps. We are the generals, the
business advisors, the brokers of
information. It is dealing with a
trusted partner who can decide
and provide you with how to
get valuable insights into your
business that you may not have
thought of.”

The SBDC can also connect
business owners to free or
low-cost education. They
can also provide networking

opportunities like Salem Capital
Connections, giving one-on-
one opportunities with various
state services, or the Power
Lunch Series, held in different
locations in the tri-county area,
where experts from different
fields provide information on a
wide range of topics.

The SBDC is currently recruiting
for their Small  Business
Management Program, a $900
nine-month course taught by
college professors, business
owners, and experts in the
field on nine different subjects,
that runs through the school
year. Matt mentioned that it’s
a deeper dive than you will get
from your advisor; however,
you also get assigned an advisor
during the course.

Another service provided by the
SBDC is customized workforce
training, wheretherequirements
of your business can have a
designed program to ensure
your licensing, certification, and
other training needs can be met
and maintained.

Matt exclaimed, finishing off
the presentation, “And that’s
why they call it the Center for
Business and Industry.

CHRISTMAS IN

GERMANY

AND

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

A Sheridan Museum of History presentation
by
TRAVIS DOW

December 6, 2025
1:30 p.m.

SHERIDAN MUSEUM OF HISTORY
142 South Bridge Street

The presentation is free and open to the public.

Matt Geiger (center) presented information of programs and sup-
port that the Chemeketa Small Business Development Center can
provide to business owners to the Sheridan Chamber of Commerce.

Lucy A. Hebert

OWNER/PRINCIPAL BROKER
HERE FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Serving the
— West Valley, <.
&= for34 Years =

] (503) 843-5031 or (503) 434-1922
249 S. BRIDGE ST.  SHERIDAN, OR 97378




Young Wrestlers Grapple at Bulldog Tournament

Carpenter. “In addition to this,
this was the first year we had all-
girls brackets. This was a huge
success, also.

In the early morning of Satur-
day, November 22, cars lined the
Oaken Hills Drive up to the Wil-
lamina School Campus, as over
400 wrestlers from around the
area took part in the wrestling
invitational, hosted by the Bull-
dog Mat Club.

With teams from West Salem,
Dallas, Yamhill-Carlton, Nes-
tucca, Gorge Wrestling, Junction

City, Tillamook, Amity, and many
other clubs and schools.

The Bulldog Mat Club had over
30 kids hit the mat, several of
them under the age of seven,
competing in their first-ever
tournament.

“It’s early in the season. All of
our kids are wrestling well and
showing a ton of improvement,”
stated Tournament Director Ray

Reece Ryan (top) works on overpowering his opponent during the
Bulldog Mat Club wrestling tournament held Saturday.

Palmer Heidt comes up victori-
ous after pinning her opponent.

Dragons Net Three All-

State Volleyball Athletes

OSAA announced the 2025 vol-
leyball all-state teams, with
three players from the Delphian
Dragons squad making the cut.
Each team consisted of four hit-
ters, two setters, and two defen-
sive specialists (Libero).
Second-team honors went to
Senior hitter Liv Curry, Amelia
Peterson was selected to the
third team as a setter, and junior
Mila Vysotska made the honor-
able mention list as a hitter.

BECOME PART OF OUR TEAM

Stella-JoneS
- H-HBENEFITS INQCLUDE

Health - Dental - Vision - Life
401k - Bonus ngortumtles
Employee Share Plan
Vacation/Holiday Pay
Visit: www.stella-jones.com

Doggie Monday-Saturday
Dayre e
-Boarding appointment
Comfort for [ Affordable
yourpet  [UEERISE  Rates
RUFF LIFE, LLC

909-261-1940
29795 Salmon River Hwy 18 - Grand Ronde
rufflifekennels.com

VOLUNTEER
WITH A PURPOSE!

BE PART OF ACOMMUNITY THAT DELIVERS
NUTRITIOUS MEALS AND JOYFUL SMILES TO
SENIORS RIGHT IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

SHERIDAN UNITED METHODIST GHUHGH
243 N BRIDGE ST.
SHERIDAN OR 97378

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

Volunteers enjoy flexible scheduling and receive mileage reimbursement for their deliveries.

503-967-1849

it

MEALSe"WHEELS

NORTHWEST

volunteer@nwsds.org
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American tfistory Corner
Smallpox and the American Revolution

A little-known fact about the American Revolution
was the impact that smallpox played. As early as the
1760’s, Dr. Joseph Warren was operating a smallpox
inoculation clinic but many were leery, but he contin-
ued to run the clinic until his death after the Battle of
Bunker Hill in 1775.

The continental army tried to invade Canada but due
to the crippling effects of the disease, Geroge Wash-
ington was forced to retreat after the battle of Quebec.
The situation was also putting a drain on recruitment
for the army because the young men were fearful of
contracting the disease. The British forces had more
immunity due to previous exposure to smallpox.

In 1777, Washington decided that every new man en-
tering the army was to receive an inoculation and he
began strict isolation measures which helped to reen-
ergize and strengthen the army. He once stated that
“smallpox was more destructive that the sword.”

4 NOTICE OF PLANNING

COMMISSION VACANCY

The Planning Commission is appointed by the City
Council of the City of Willamina to three year terms. If
the vacancy is caused by anything but the expiration of
term, the appointee shall serve the remainder of the
expired term. The role of the Planning Commission is to
administer the subdivision and zoning ordinances and
make recommendations to the City Council concerning
land use issues.

Applicants for this position must be available to attend at
least one regular meeting generally scheduled in the eve-
ning.

At the discretion of City Council, appointees to the
Commission may reside outside the city limits, but must
own a business or property within city limits, or have
demonstrated through other means, such as civic or
volunteer activity, that they have a sincere interest in the
future of the City. At no time shall a quorum of the
Commission reside outside city limits. Other restrictions
may apply based upon occupation and family
relationships.

To apply, complete a Government Office Application which
can be found on the City of Willamina website
willaminaoregon.gov or at City Hall. Applicants can
submit the applications via email to
stevensk@ci.willamina.or.us or submit the application at

Please call Krystal Stevens, Deputy City Lrror
Recorder, at 503-876-2242 with any Wlﬂamiva

questions. You may also email Krystal
at the email address above with
\questions.

~

Call to Amity Artists: Second Annual
Amity Art Collective Tour May 15-17

The Second Annual Amity Art
Collective Tour has issued a
Call to Artists to participate in
the Studio Tour that will take
place the weekend of May 15-
17,2026.

Applications for this juried show
are open, and can be found at
www.amityartcollectivetour.
com or emailing info@amityart-
collectivetour.com before Feb-
ruary 2026. Artist applications
due by February 2026, cost is
$70 (student: $25).

This free, self guided journey
through open studios and in-
spired spaces with local artists,
was a successful event last year
with over 14 open studios and
25 local artists.

The Amity Art Collective hopes

W 6O
£

OPEN STUDIO

to engage even more artists this
year, including high school art-
ists. The public is invited to par-
ticipate on the tour and witness

creativity in motion, explore
works-in-progress, engage in
conversations, and discover the
soul behind every piece of art.
For further information: www.
amityartcollectivetour.com.

Congratvlations to this years
winner of the Turkey Joke Contest

MIKE MCINNIS
WHY DON'T
TURKEY’S TRUST
EACH OTHER?

TOO MUCH FOWL PLAY!

Swing by the West Valley Bulletin Board
to claim your $25 Hurricane Gift Card

Last issue's crossword solution




Horoscopes Nov.26 - Dec.2

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20

Right now you are inspired to roll
up your sleeves and clear away the
clutter so you can focus on what
counts, Aries. Your productivity so-
ars this week.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21

Your words will carry extra weight
between this week and next, Tau-
rus. Don't hold back on speaking
about what is in your heart. You
may navigate your way to romance.
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21

Gemini, this week you may feel
energized to pursue new connec-
tions with family and friends. Plan
a few long overdue catch-ups, and
bask in that feeling of contentment.
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22

Some may call you timid, Cancer,
but not this week. You put all of you-
rself out there the next few days,
and others may be hanging on your
every word.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23

Money is at the top of your priority
list, Leo. You may be dreaming big
or content to just make sense of fi-
nances that have gotten a bit off the
rails.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, it's all about honesty this
week and letting others in. Don't
sugarcoat things with the people
you love. They will love you even if
you're in need of some support.
LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23

Libra, release what is draining your
energy, especially before the busy
holiday season is in full force. Wrap
up lingering projects and bow out of
obligations that are stretching you
too thin.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, you are selective about
your social circle, but stay open to
new friendships. New allies bring
surprising opportunities if you simp-
ly let them in.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21

Your ambitious streak is on fire right
now, Sagittarius. Partnerships and
acquisitions are very much within
reach, so start conversations now.
It's time to network as much as pos-
sible.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20

You pride yourself on telling it like it
is, Capricorn. But candor can some-
times be costly. A measured appro-
ach in a delicate situation this week
can serve you well.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Typically "what you see is what you
get" is your mantra, Aquarius. Yet,
this week you might hold something
back to be a bit more mysterious.
Others may not catch on right away.
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Relationships take center stage in
your life, Pisces. Talks of further
commitment could come up more
often than in the past. This is an im-
portant time.
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GATHERING
GOBBLE
GRATEFUL
GRAVY
HAM
HARVEST
NOVEMBER
POTATOES
PUMPKIN
ROLLS
STUFFING
THANKFUL
TURKEY
YAMS

-

Ac
1.
5.
9.

26
27

42

67

.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
25.

32.
36.
37.
38.
39.
41.

44.
a47.
48.
49.
53.
56.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.

ross
Treat pleats

Edges

Say

Prima donna
Mexican water
____minister
Impersonator
Misfortunes
Speedy

Mister (Ger.)
Negatives
Deposes
Toronto's province
Battering

. Foot digit

. Intermittent
Engaged in festivities
Hardwood tree
Stand up

Urge

Firearm

Mama's boy

. Principal

Starlike symbol
Social insect
Playful bite
Sailboat race
Colorado ski resort
Spring flower
Rocker ___ Young
Malt brews

Foal

Unclothed

Big

Continually
Customer
Television awards
Renovate

."__ weforget"

CROSSWORD

14

15

17

18

20

21

23

Down

1. Potato state

2. Mature

3. Open to view

4. Tells (a story)

5. Mount ____ (Seattle
view)

6. Arctic shelter

7. Army mascot

8. Fresh talk

9. Clamor

10. Serious injury
11. Pointers

12. Send out

13. Cincinnati team

. Judge's garment

. Slender pole

. Sirloin, e.g.

. Await judgment

. Nutty

. Capri or Man

. "Silkwood" actress
. Spanish house

. Love deity

. Dryer fuzz

. Positive votes

. Chimed

. Turkey's largest city

42.
43.
45.
46.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.

Trendy

Eminent conductor
Pep

Gets the soap off
Agitated

Taunt

Becomes weary
Paying attention
Fit

Stitched line
Salon treatment
Froster

Wander




Hey kids! It’s Time to Write Santa a Letter!

Drop your letter to Santa in the special mailbox at the West Valley Bulletin
Board, or Willamina IGA. Be sure to drop off your letter between Now and Dec.
12 s0 Santa will have time to answer your letter. Make sure to put your address
on your letter for Santa. You can use the template below or make your own.

anla

MY NAME IS
I AM YEARS OLD
ILIVE AT

THIS YEAR | HAVE BEEN:
NICE SORTA NICE MEH NAUGHTY
FOR CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR I WOULD LIKE:
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% Services held every
Sunday at 11 a.m.
(503) 472-5232
stjiamesmac.com/stmichael/
48520 Hebo Road
Grand Ronde

Free Estimates * Collision Repair
Auto Glass * Re-restoration Projects
DB Rental

Renting: Tractor with Implements,
Ditch Witch-Walk Behind, Stock Trailer

812 W Main St. « Sheridan
(503) &43-2023

Home Goods Open
Books Tuesday West Valley @
Movies Through 1
Clothes C Saturdgay Engravmg . M
Toys AR - Custom engraving for
Toys tore AL 10am-4 pm “ your nome aiice.ord | | DRVISON AUTO PARTS YOUR TAX EXPERT
CAROL'S fndustrialnecds. Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm 865 NE Hwy 99 - McMinnvill
CONSIGNMENT Fundraisers - Decor - Personalized Gifts Saturday 8am-4pm (503) 472-4596
& THRIFT SH focbooki  @WestvalleyEanmming | | 317 S- Bridee St. « Sheridan 2413 NW Hwy 101 - Lincoln Gity
132 E. MAIN ST. SHERIDAN Email:  info@westvalleyengraving.com 503-843-2211 (541) 994-6928
u St. Michael's A EDBAI;ItO 53135_ . RING PROPERTY
uto Po an ain
\C Grand Ronde Cars'Tru)clks'Other DA2753 MAINTENANCE

SHERIDAN

Join Chamber for a fun breakfast
every other Friday from 8-9:15 a.m.
Everyone is welcome!

Email for further information:
SheridanChamberofCommerce@gmail.com

Check Us Out at
www.sheridanoregonchamber.com

YOUVANI RING * owner/OperaTOR
(971) 237-0655
Email: youvaniring@yahoo.com

e Lawn Care
* Landscape Maintenance
eTrash Removal

Sheridan Pharmacy--

Gifts » I.|quor . Varlety Store

3-687-3000

West Valley Bulletin Board

Post Your FREE Garaée Sale Ad

G&M INSURANCE

AUTO - HOME « BUSINESS - LIFE
503-876-4222

Dennis Ulrich
% ™y dennisulrich9@gmail.com

-

',lndnpnnd'ent P.O. Box 68
nsurance ;
Agent 451 Main St.

Willamina

The Bridge
Learning
Community

430 SW Monroe St Sheridan
thebridgelearningcommunity.org
Free Play Group Weekly
Wednesdays 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Shared play/learn space
memberships available

WILLAMINA COASTAL HILLS

Clyde Dawkins o

SHERIDAN Auto Recyclinge e g PAINTING
— _ UNITED CHAMBER VW ot | | s03879-2991
METHODIST OF COMMERCE You Trash ‘em We, oot
s . Smash ‘em =Y Call for a free
unday Morning EID meets at 8 a.m. on the first W o estimate o
Service at 10:30am Wednesday of Every Month F I ‘T k = ’
: : Chamber meets at 8 a.m. ree removal ot junk cars * Interior :
234 N Bridge St., Sheridan Il other Wednesd Office: 503-879-5676 « Exterior Rob and Jodie Haller
(503) 843-2776 al Other tiedhescays Cell 503-435-8908 + Newand Repai
OPEN HEART 503-843-2966 + PO Box 411 + Willamina e g1 and Hepaints Owners
, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOOR} sdawkins503@outlook.com 30+ Years Experience CCB#219814
! H =
Terrv's Tire & l 4 VAMHILL COUNTY
Sgrvi ces 2 ayA nge \\r.‘&@\““me REP&!'W[;" S CUTURAL COALITION
Bonded - Licanaed - Ins u-:w The Yambhill County Cultural Coalition
3055 eridge st, sheridan | | BOOKKEEPING 1ie| | -=mumesinsman seevcssies, | | i composings compronenc i
of all cultural resources and assets
Proudly Tax Consultant / Enrolled Agent 971-350-8515 ' in Yamhill County.
serving the Karen Case VISA ﬁ- > s oL s i
Tax Consultant - Enrolled Agent hotographers-pottery-poets-woodworkin:
West Valley 421 Main St., Willamina 97396 T = T 'f“ B Pho ographerspoTeyP o
4 Ii E “ h &; All artists are asked to contact YCCC:
(971) 2_37'1230 i ! b i Website: yamhillcountyculture.org
(503) 843-18133 angelbookkeepingllc@gmail.com Qfeg@"%'(e:él%";;giga"s'com PO Box 493, McMinnville OR 97128
——

Computer
Solutions

Quality Service

I Delivered to Your Door

Matt Huegli
(971) 237-9837
Email: matt.huegli@comcast.net
Visit us online at:

http://www.mobilecomputersolutions.org

315 S Main St - Wlllamlna
Virtual and in person Worship

Service at 10:30 a.m.
Please leave message at

503-876-6844 to access Zoom worship.

Weekly Meetings:
Noon - Wednesdays

Sheridan Rotary Club

sheridan.rotary1@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN

Worship Service:
10~3 Oam

311 Schley St e Sheridan
503-843-4747 e sheridantlc.org




Faulconer-Chapman Students Learn Water Survival Skills at Mac Pool

Disasters can often spur the
start of programs, awareness,
and, in this case, survival
swimming lessons that have
been taught at the McMinnville
Aquatic Center since the mid-
1970s.

Back then, the community
of Perrydale urged the local
aquatic center to start up
the program after one of the
community’s own young boys
slipped, fully clothed, into a
body of water, losing his life
when he was unable to reach
land again.

Since then, the center has
opened its doors to third-
graders from local school

districts.

This year is  Faulconer-
Chapman’s introductory year to
the program. Students from the
elementary school in Sheridan
work up the ladder in the three-
tiered program at their own

pace.
First-level swimmers learn
breath control and bubbles.

Putting their face in the water,
they learn to breathe bubbles
out of their nose (humming)
until  they eventually get
into rhythmic bobs, going
underwater until the count
of three, returning to the
surface for the same count, and
repeating the process until the

Your Favorite Local Tech Support Specialist Mobile Repair

Joshlones

Willamina OR (503)267-2989
* Home Audio / Video and Security Cameras

eComputers
oCell Phones
eConsoles

Techtalkllc.org

o Remote WiFi Installations for ADUs Remote Barns

¢ zx@"n.—.-u.—.\n

&l '[;

T

COMPUTING. OTLL PROSTS, TOHBOLER

Y

Techtalkcomputer elp@gmail’com

| RAHD SHERAMIHA

. AT GRAHD R@HDE
: METHODIST CHURCH

8725 GRAND RONDE RD.,,
GRAND RONDE

* Christmas gifts. * Door prizes *
e * Handcrafted gifts. * Raffles *
. *Baked goods * Flea Market Treasures *

Rusticphotographer's scene to take Fa
‘Pﬂ[ own memorable photos *

A Refreshments 2
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student is comfortable with the

process.
Lesson two gets the kids
comfortable floating in the
water on their backs, with

volunteers assisting them under
the shoulders until they can
maintain floating on their own.

The third lesson is being able
to “fin” in the water, using the
kicking of feet and in and out
in fast, small movements of the
hands to propel them to safety.

In their final exam, the students
fall fully clothed into the

water, take the lessons they
learned over the course of the

program, and make their way
back to safety by being able to
resurface, roll on their back to
float, and “fin” until they reach
the safety of the side of the
pool.

“One of our biggest goals is to
ensure that people are safe
in the water” stated Gehna
Greenslate, Head Lifeguard at
the McMinnville Aquatic Center,
adding as she pointed to the
school faculty in the water, “It
wouldn’t be possible without
the volunteers here, because
the volunteers are really what
make a difference.”

McMinnville Aquatic Center swim instructor Megan Read (right),
who has taught the survival swim course for many years, reviews
swimming, floating, and breathing techniques with Faulconer-
Chapman third-grade students in the third level of the course.

((»\TC

TerryChrlsman INTERIOR
(971)419-5068  EXTERIOR
Sheridan

CCB 240728  Bonded e Insured

RV:and Self-Storage

Kennor

STORAGE

503-435-9311

Open 7 days a week
24-hour surveillance
1231 W. Main St., Sheridan

971-241-7664

Faulconer-Chapman 3rd-Grade
teacher, Mitch Chadwick, assists
a student at the Faulconer-
Chapman Survival Swim Course.

A
»;

.I:/E.V-{ I{"-" L'-’,I' I'f/?fﬁ/

[N |
() Eu e L () T N3 s, K i 1 IR 45124
Finanzal Arteisar
Fdward Jones ) wrsin () et v b g

s TLULRR L Lo 4Rl

Let™s Lind vour ricl




Archives - Sheridan Sun 1979

Hard Work, Lots of Help: A Family Farm is Blend of Old and New

By Margaret Henkels
The old American tradition of
the Family farm is not dead
yet, and won't be as long as
the Richard Kirkham family of
Willamina has anything to do
about it.
As long as he can remember,
Richard Kirkham wanted to
farm. In fact, he likes farming so
much that he considers himself
retired right now at age 31.
Contrary to the accepted axiom
that young people can't start
farming without inheriting a
farm or having a pile of capital
to play with, the Kirkhams had
neither land nor money.
What they did have was a great
desire to farm and some good
friends to help them out along
the way.
Kirkham was teaching school
in Gaston when he and Judy
saw a newspaper help-wanted
advertisement for a farm
manager. The next thing they
knew, they had moved to
Willamina and were working on
the purchase of a 600-acre farm.
"I never imagined that I'd end
up farming," Judy said. But
Richard, whose father raises
pears in the Medford area, had
a clear vision from the start.
Out of a family of five children,
all four of the boys wanted to
farm, and all now are farming
throughout the country.

The overwhelming  trend
in farming, as well as other
businesses, is towards

specialization. But the Kirkham

farm practices diversity. They
raise wheat, barley, sweet corn,
and hay. Besides the crops, they
also keep a good-sized herd of
beef cattle and some sheep.
You've got to be diversified
to make it," Kirkham said. "If
you're diverse, and one thing
doesn't make it, you've got other
things to fall back on."

Good neighbors, the assistance
of an agricultural teacher, and a
good bank have been important
supports to the Kirkhams in their
venture. In addition to the 600
acres that they are purchasing,
they also lease an additional
1,000 acres in the rolling hills on
the south side of Highway 18. It
was quite a problem to get farm
financing without a track record,
but managing the farm prior to
purchase was a big advantage.
"We're farming three family
farms that other people had
a tough time making it on,"
Kirkham commented. "We're
trying to improve the land, such
as by liming it, for example, but
it sure takes a lot of money," he
added.

Although the Kirkhams are a
classic model of the old-style
family farm in many ways,
there are some differences. They
constructed a grain storage
building that holds up to 600
tons of grain.

"We do things a little differently;
we sell directly to Portland and
store our own grain," Kirkham
explained. "When we harvest,
we go right into town and fill

the rail cars up with wheat," he
added.

The Kirkhams find this approach
to marketing gives them more
control over their product. They
figure with so many things that
could possibly happen, any edge
giving some control is well
worth the trouble and expense.
"For the farmer to survive, you
have to be bigger and more
efficient," Kirkham observes.
"Farmers could be more efficient
if farming was more profitable,"
he stressed. "Low production is
not the problem in farming; I
think if they gave the American
farmer the chance, he could feed
the world," he remarked. "But
the problem is getting paid for
the work," he added.

Kirkham's story is a far cry from
the all too-familiar tale of the
rich farmer wintering each year
in Arizona. But one wonders
if one of the little-understood
farm subsidies aren't partially
responsible for inflaming public
sentiments against the farmer
today. In a time when welfare
has become an institution, the
word "subsidy" still raises a red
flag.

"This is the first year in two
years that we haven't had the
set-aside program,"” Kirkham
noted. The set-aside program is
basically where farmers are paid
to not raise more than a specified
amount of a crop, such as wheat.
"The government has what
I would call a cheap food
policy," Kirkham continued. "In

The Kirkhams show wheat stored in their new grain storage building in the rear. The building holds
up to 600 tons. Making farming a family affair are Judy Kirkham, left, Bob Kirkham, center, and
Richard Kirkham, right. ~Photo by Margaret Henkels

farming, we produce products,
and someone else sets the
prices," he noted.

A "cheap food policy" translates
this way: The United States sells
wheat for $4.30 per bushel to
the Japanese government, who,
in turn, sells it to the others
for $9 per bushel and pays
their farmers subsidies to help
balance the market.

American farming economics,
once based on the laws of
supply and demand, aren't much
different than their Japanese
counterparts. A solution is not
only elusive, but it may even be
painful and expensive.

"I think if the government got
out and let the law of supply
and demand take care of
things, farming would be more
balanced," Kirkham said.

From the start, Judy has taken
responsibility for keeping the
records for the farm. It is not
a job she enjoys, and she is
anticipating January of next year,
when another innovation for
the farm begins, computerized
bookkeeping.

Business-wise, the Kirkhams
have taken advantage of many
resources available to the
modern-day farmer. They have
been involved for four years
with the Farm Management
Program at Chemeketa
Community College and feel
it well worth the effort. Record
keeping, farming practices, and
tax help are all included in the
package, which is calculated to
give farmers the expertise they
need to survive in the business
world.

Besides the continual challenge
of making a profit with inputs of
fuel, fertilizer, and labor going
up, the Kirkhams may have
another battle looming ahead.
The City of Willamina is
exploring various possibilities
for rebuilding or replacing the
Steel Bridge. They may face a
struggle to keep from having
their farm divided with a
projected two bridges, complete
with overpasses.

Already split by Highway 18,
farming Windy Oaks means
dealing with main roads, traffic,
and gates.

"Try getting a piece of
machinery across Highway 18
on a weekend Kirkham laughed.
"Everyone wants to get to
Portland 15 minutes faster; why
don't they just slow down?" he
asked.



John Tasker
Grand Ronde
eLogging
eExcavation
eConstruction -

eRoads/Culverts

eGrading .

eUtilities Licensed
. Bonded

taskerstandcllc@gmail.com |nsured

971-289-6500 CCB#240290
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Barhara Hofenbredl

Principal Broker/0Owner
Cell: 503-910-9261
barbhofenbredi@yahoo.com
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Specialized in Roofing

Since 1994
Tear Off and New Construction Roofing
; A Chris Ehry
?u. Sheridan, Oregon
. 503-843-2965
e -"_‘. " myconstructionroofing.com
Bonded and Insured e CCB# 105428 j
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SLISTING.

Main level living with bonus I|V|ng
space upstairs. Large lot with great

covered patio, sprinkler system,
beautifully landscaped, fully fenced
backyard with fruit trees, raised gar-
den beds and shed for extra storage.
3 bedroom, 2 bath, main bedroom
with bathroom has duel sinks, a
walk-in shower and walk-in closet.
Forced air gas heat/AC. Kitchen has
island with stainless steel appliances
and Granite counter tops, living room
with vaulted ceilings, gas fireplace,
bonus room upstairs. Willamina

Affordable energy efficient single
level 1394 sqg ft home. Tankless hot
water, 3 bedroom, 1 office, Kitchen
has soft close cabinets, stone coun-
ter tops and SS gas appliances. Green
built with sustainable resourced ma-
terials. Low VOC LVP flooring and
plush carpet. Finished garage inte-
rior w/opener and keyless lighting.
Fenced backyard, fully landscaped
w/ sprinklers in front yard.

Beautiful 4 bedroom 4.5 bath home
on 1.31 acres. Kitchen has gran-
ite countertops and SS appliances.
Vaulted exposed beam family room
with back deck access. Main floor
master bed with bathroom and dou-
ble closet. Lower level has a large
rec/living space, separate entrance,
non-conforming  4th  bedroom,
downstairs pantry and bar area.
Laundry room w/utility sink, break-
fast nook, 3 fireplaces and large liv-
ing room. Shop 24x36 with electric,
fenced back yard, chicken coop,
greenhouse, Trex deck, fruit trees/
bushes apple, plum, pear, blueber-
ries, raspberries, Marion berries and
elderberries. Solar panels and partial
house generator hookup. Sheridan

Private and secluded park like setting
20 acres with 3 bed, 3 bath home. Bo-
nus Room, New windows, new roof a
lot of updates. Two Furnace and heat
pumps, A/C, 2 Hot Water heaters.
Machine shed, Barn with 5 stalls and
tack room. Water holding tanks, Wa-
ter rights, pasture is fenced and cross
fenced with lean-to, chicken coop,
green house, raised garden beds, gar-
den area, fruit trees. John Deere trac-
tor with 6ft mowing deck 29hrs on it.
Property is level. Sheridan.
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Wednesday: December 3 + 6-§ Pm
003-643-3511 Free for all pice kids! |

NOVEMBER 27TH

REGISTRATION OPEN AT 7 AM
RACE BEGINS AT 8 AM
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